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ADELAIDE AND WALLAROO FERTILISERS LIMITED.   BRG 165 
          Series List 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertilisers Ltd. is the end result of some eighty years of 
amalgamation and co-operation between a number of companies. 
 
The Adelaide Chemical Works Company was established in 1882. In 1902 the Adelaide 
Chemical and Fertiliser Company Ltd. was established and continued to function under 
this name until it merged with Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertilisers Ltd. in 1965. 
 
Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertilisers Ltd. emerged in 1914 from the amalgamation of the 
Wallaroo Phosphate Company (established 1899) and the Mount Lyell Mining and 
Railway Company (established 1907). Mount Lyell had a plant at Birkenhead while 
Wallaroo's plant was located at Wallaroo. 
 
Cresco Fertilisers Ltd. was established in 1913 with plants in Port Adelaide, Wallaroo, 
Port Lincoln and interstate. This Company operated in competition with the other 
companies until 1936 when it took an interest in Fertiliser Sales Ltd., and later in the 
1950's when with the Adelaide and Wallaroo - Mount Lyell firms they established the 
subsidiary Sulphuric Acid Ltd. 
 
In 1936 the superphosphate producing Companies banded together to form Fertiliser 
Sales Ltd. - a company which was to Act as a selling agent throughout Australia. 
 
Addendum: The company name of Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertilizers Ltd. was changed to 
Top Australia Ltd. in 1988. Top Australia Ltd. was taken over by the Phosphate 
Cooperative Company of Australia in 1990. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes of Directors’ meetings of the Wallaroo Phosphate Company Ltd.   1 

See special list for details. 1898 -1913. 36 cm. (3 volumes) 
 
Minutes of Director's meetings of the Wallaroo - Mount Lyell   2 

Fertilisers Ltd.  See Special list for details. 
1913-1931. 30 cm. (4 volumes) 
Note. Minutes for 1913 -1917 are contained in volume 3, series 1 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meetings held by the Wallaroo   3 

- Mount Lyell Fertilisers Co. 
1935 -1969. 5cm. (1 volume) 

 
Reports to Directors' Meetings of the Wallaroo-Mount Lyell Fertiliser Co.  4 

1962 -1966. 6cm. (1 volume) 
 
Balance Sheets prepared by the Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertiliser   5 

Co., including reports.  See special list for details. 
1900 -1965. 12 cm. (3 volumes) 
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Ledgers kept by the Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertiliser Company.   6 
See special list for details. 1883 -1964. 40 cm. (5 volumes) 

 
Share Registers kept by the Wallaroo-Mount Lyell Fertiliser    7 

Company. See special list for details. 1914 -1966. 18cm. (2 volumes) 
 
Superannuation Fund records kept by the Wallaroo - Mount Lyell   8 

Fertiliser Company. 1951-1957. 
 
Subject files maintained by Wallaroo Fertilisers including legal   9 

agreements, B.H.A.S., Pirie Acid General, historical, Amalgamation  
and primary producer schemes, donations, retiring bonus, directors,  
and memorandum of association. c.1907 -1965. 18cm. 

 
Price lists and advertising brochures collected by the Wallaroo-Mount Lyell 10 

Fertiliser Company. c.1910 -1911. 10cm. 
 
Minutes of Directors' meetings held by Adelaide Chemical Company  11 

Ltd. covering the period 1904-1932, with a separate index for the  
subsequent period.  See special list for details. 
1904 -1959. 8 cm. (3 volumes). 

 
Journals kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.      12 

See special list for details 1903 -1972. 22 cm. (4 volumes) 
 
Balance sheets prepared by Adelaide. Chemical Co. Ltd.    13 

1882 -1956. 18 cm. 
 
Cash books maintained by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd. See   14 

special list for details. 1896 -1966. 9cm. (2 volumes) 
 
Ledgers kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd. See special   15 

list for details. 1883 -1964. 66cm. (8 volumes) 
 
Draft accounts with related papers kept by Adelaide Chemical   16 

Co. Ltd. See Special list for details. 
1945 -1964. 16cm. (3 volumes) 

 
Manager's monthly reports submitted to the Adelaide Chemical   17 

Co. Ltd. See special list for details. 
1934 -1945. 6cm. (3 volumes) 

 
Annual reports issued to shareholders by the Adelaide    18 

Chemical Co. Ltd. See special list for details. 
1848 -1965. 6cm. 
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Salaries books maintained by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd. showing  19 
dates, name of employee and amount paid. Also included is a  
special volume maintained on the Cuming family with 
correspondence relating to salaries. 
1910 -1949. 8cm. (3 volumes) 

 
Letter book from the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.     20 

1905 -1907. 3 cm. (1 volume) 
 
Stock books and stock analysis sheets kept by the Adelaide Chemical  21 

Co Ltd. See special list for details. 
1903 -1946. 10cm. (3 volumes) 

 
Share Register, share receipt book and a volume showing Receipts,  22 

Dividends Paid, etc. kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.  
See special list for details. 1904 -1951. 1cm. (3 volumes)  

 
Separate book kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.    23 

1955 -1975. 4cm. (1 volume) 
 
Sundry Debtors book kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.   24 

1936 -1940. 2.5cm. (1 volume) 
 
Superannuation contracts and related papers.     25 

1947-1962. 4cm. 
 
Wages books kept by the Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd. See special list  26 

for details. 1924 -1944. 7 cm. (3 volumes) 
 
Memo books kept by R. Burns Cumming, general manager of Adelaide  27 

Chemical Co. Ltd. See special list for details. 
1910 -1924. 4cm. (2 volumes) 

 
Address books showing name, address, occupation, date of birth   28 

and date of employment. See special list for details. 
1946 -1972. 11cm. (3 volumes) 

 
Miscellaneous register maintained by the Adelaide Chemical   29 

Co. Ltd. 1960 -1969. 5cm. (1 volume) 
 
Receipt book used by Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd.     30 

1939. 1.5cm. (1 volume) 
 
Rough figures compiled by the Adelaide Chemical Company Ltd.   31 

1937-1941. 2cm. (1 volume) 
 
Receipt book from Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertilisers Inc.    32 

1939. cm. 
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Special File maintained by Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertilisers   33 
Ltd. containing balance sheets and profit and loss 
accounts. 1903-1925. 8cm. (1 volume) 

 
Draft accounts etc., compiled by Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertilisers   34 

Ltd. 1964-1967. 12 cm. 
Staff Superannuation Fund papers from the Adelaide and Wallaroo  35 

Fertilisers Ltd. Included are a copy of the deed policies,  
correspondence, and financial papers. c.1927-1967. 16cm. 

 
File of board meeting papers containing a copy of the chairman's   36 

address, balance sheet and the Director’s report 
See special list for details. 1946 -1947. 0.5cm. 

 
Price sheets (printed) issued by Adelaide Chemical and Fertiliser   37 

Co. Ltd. for its 'Top Brand Fertilisers' 
See special list for details. 1928 -1933. 6 items. 

 
Documents which established the Adelaide Chemical and Fertiliser  38 

Company Ltd., including the original partnership agreement 
(1902) and the memorandum and articles of association 
(1904). 1902 -1904. 3cm. 

 
Distributor agreements between Adelaide Chemical and Fertilisers   39 

Co. Ltd. and various agricultural firms. 1917. 1cm. 
 
Agreements between Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertilisers    40 

Ltd. and 1) The town corporation of Wallaroo and 
2) the Adelaide Chemical and Fertiliser Co. Ltd. 
1924 -1936. 1cm. 

 
Agreements between the four companies : Adelaide Chemical and   41 

Fertiliser Co. Ltd., Wallaroo Mount Lyell Fertilisers Ltd.,  
Electrolytic Zinc Company of Australasia Pty Ltd. and Cresco  
Fertilisers Ltd. The early agreements do not include Cresco  
Fertilisers. See special list for details. 1919 -1936. 2cm. 

 
Special purpose documents relating to the Adelaide Chemical and   42  

Fertilisers Co. Ltd. including : instructions re forming  
A.C. & F. Co. Ltd. (1904) ; Opinion Symon, Brown, Symon  
& Povey re distribution of Capital (1917) ; Formation of new  
Company (1920) ; drafts for notices calling for special meetings  
(1920) ; wording of special resolution (1920) ; notice to registrar  
of companies (1920) ; wording of special resolution (1926) ; and  
signed copy of draft of the articles of association submitted to  
shareholders at the extraordinary general meeting (1945).  
1904 -1945. 1cm. 

 



 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRG 165 Series list  Page 5 of 7 

Copies of the proposed merger of the A.C. &. F. Co. Ltd. with    43 
Wallaroo - Mount Lyell Fertilisers Ltd. (3 copies). 
1965. 0.5cm. 

 
Ledgers kept by Fertiliser Sales Ltd.        44 

1937-1972. 10 cm. (2 volumes)    
 
Cash books kept by Fertiliser Sales Ltd.       45 

1963 -1973. 16cm. (3 volumes)    
  
Agreements between Fertiliser Sales Ltd. and various companies.    46 

1936-1966. 3cm. 
 
Register of Common seal of Sulphuric Acid Pty. Ltd. showing date   47 

and identity of items on which the seal was used. 1952 -1973.  
4cm. (1 volume) 

 
Ledger of Sulphuric Azid Pty Ltd.        48 

1956 -1973. 3cm. (1 volume)     
 
Cashbook kept by Sulphuric Acid. Pty Ltd.       49 

1952 -1973. 5cm. (1 volume)     
 
Registers kept by Sulphuric Acid Pty Ltd. consisting of a plant    50 

register and a depreciation register. 1959 -1972. 3cm.  
(2 volumes) 

 
Minutes of members meetings of the Superphosphate Association.   51 

1907-1909. 2cm. (1 volume) 
 
Minutes of the Zinc Concentrates Committee.      52 

1919 -1928. 2cm. (1 volume) 
 
Pay record books for Nairne-Pyrites Pty. Ltd. showing names of    53 

employees and amounts received. 1972 -1977. 8cm.  
(2 volumes). 

 
Wage analysis book for Nairne Pyrites Pty. Ltd. showing 1970 -1977.   54  

1.5cm. (1 volume)  
 
File entitled "NPPL-Various" kept by NairnePyrites Pty Ltd.    55 

It includes notes of agreement with Treasurer, correspondence,  
copy of the agreement establishing the company, a report on  
compensation, and notes on discussion held with the  
Department of Trade. 1951-1972. 1cm. 

 
Memorandum and articles of association of Fertiliser Sales Ltd.   56 

1936. 1 item. 
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Papers presented at the International Superphosphate Manufacturers'  57 
Association. 1953. 2cm. (1 volume) 

 
Printing plates from the Wallaroo Phosphate Company Ltd.    58 

n.d. 2 items 
 
Price Lists for various companies producing fertilisers including Wallaroo   59 

- Mount Lyell Fertilisers Ltd., 
Adelaide Chemical and Fertilisers Co. Ltd. 
and Commonwealth Fertilisers and Chemical Ltd. 
c.1902 - 40. 10cm. 

 
Information leaflets and booklets produced by Nairne Pyrites Pty Ltd.   60  

c.1950's. 14 items 
 
Photographs from the company and its subsidiaries. See Special list  61 

for series 61 for details. c.1900 -1984. 1m. 
 
Printed material, most of which relates to the company's interests.   62 

c.1923 -1965. 8 items. 
 
Correspondence (miscellaneous), consisting of a letter from   63 

the Australian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, and 
another from Alcoa. 1966 and 1971. 2 items 

 
Plans of (1) the Wallaroo Smelting Works 1909 (copy), and    64 

(2) Hundred of Kanmantoo ( 1955), Adelaide Chemical  
Works, Port Adelaide 1899, Royal Chambers Currie Street  
1904. 1899 -1955. 4 items. 

 
Printed Material relating to the superphosphate industry.    65 

See Special List for details. 1958 -1977. 15cm 
 
Scrapbooks of advertisements and press cuttings assembled by   66 

Adelaide Fertilizer and Chemical Co. Ltd. with index 
at end of volume 1. 1926-63. 3 vols. 

 
File on development of the South East assembled by Adelaide   67 

Chemical and Fertilizer Co. Ltd. 
1945 - 47. 5cm. 

 
Circulars from Fertilizer Sales Pty. Ltd.      68 

1967- 68. 1cm. 
 
Notes on conferences between manufacturers.     69 

1936 - 47. 1 vol. 
 
Diary of Adelaide Chemical and Fertilizer Co. recording    70 

discussions and decisions, with index. 1939-49. 1 vol. 
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Valuation of Adelaide Chemical and Fertilizer Co. Ltd. buildings,   71 
plant and replacement costs. 1953. 2 vols. 

 
Visitors books.          72 

1956 - 72. 2 vols. 
 
Order cards of Adelaide Chemical and Fertilizer Co. Ltd.    73 

1938 - 40. 3 items. 
 
Allocations and agreements.        74 

1908 - 26. 5cm. 
 
Invoice for Persian carpets ordered by R. Burns Cuming, general   75 

manager of Adelaide Chemical Co. Ltd. 
1925. 1 item + cover. 

 
Family tree of R. Burns Cuming, general manager of Adelaide   76 

Chemical Co. Ltd. c.1956. 1 item. 


